
Dear Friends,

Twentieth century, Italian poet, Cesare Pavese 
once wrote: “We do not remember days, 
we remember moments.” I remember the 
moment I walked through the door of Big 
Sister Boston’s office in September 2006 on 
my first day as CEO. Not unlike so many of 
our Big Sisters, I was nervous and excited. 
The moments that stand out for me over the 
past ten years are, not surprisingly, those spent 
with our Little Sisters. Supporting the girls 
of Greater Boston on the path to becoming 
their best selves was what drew me to Big Sister 
Boston in the first place; getting to know them, 
hearing about their lives — challenges and 
triumphs — is what has sustained and energized 
me for the past decade. 

When we host activities for girls before they are 
matched with their Big Sister, I will on occasion 
drive the girls to and from the activity. I 
remember the girl waiting on her stoop as I pull 
up in my car; she skips towards me with eyes as 
wide as saucers “Are you my Big Sister?” I recall 
the girl who wanted me to know everything 
about her: the name of her dog, that she’s 
allergic to cats, likes sweets but not brownies 
with nuts, and then — in the same breath — tells 
me that I took the wrong turn. It’s the time I 
approach an apartment building to take a girl 
home and there’s a police car parked in front. 
I think to myself it’s so good that there are police 

protecting the community; the girl interrupts my 
thinking and says “Someday, I want to live in 
a place where we don’t need police.”  I recall a 
bright, sunny fall morning when I knocked on 
an apartment door and was greeted by a girl 
with a big smile wearing a blue dress. Behind 
her I could see a dark room with shades drawn 
and a figure sleeping on the couch. She called 
out “goodbye, Grandma,” as she closed the 
door behind her.  It’s the excitement in the 
voices of girls on the ride home as they tell 
me about their day and all the fun they had 
making gingerbread houses, seeing a penguin 
at the Aquarium, making a friendship bracelet, 
or dancing with other girls. I have heard from 

girls many times that the reason they want a Big 
Sister is to have someone to talk to, someone 
who will take them to places they haven’t been 
to before, and to have that one person they 
can call their own. This is exactly what they get 
when they’re matched with a Big Sister.

Ten years ago we matched 1,698 girls with 
a Big Sister; in 2015, we matched 2,263 
girls. Ten years ago, we were so often asked, 
“Why do you only serve girls?”; this year Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of America recognized us 
as the National Agency of the Year — the only 
affiliate out of more than 300 to solely serve 
girls. In the past decade we have increased the 
diversity of our Big Sisters by 45% thanks to 
the commitment of volunteers on our Diversity 
Council. We have increased our revenue by 
44% — ultimately allowing us to serve more of 
Greater Boston’s girls through professionally 
supported mentoring relationships — thanks 
to the dedication of our corporate funders 
and individual donors. As I celebrate a decade 
of growth and achievement, I share in that 
celebration with all of you: our staff, our Board, 
our corporate and community partners, our 
donors, our Big Sisters, and of course, our girls. 

With gratitude,

Reflections on a Decade
From the CEO
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Best in Class

In June, Big Sister 

Association of 

Greater Boston 

was selected by 

agency leaders from 

Big Brothers Big 

Sisters of America’s 

Nationwide Leadership 

Council as the National Agency of  

the Year. 

We were recognized from among more 

than 300 Big Brothers Big Sisters agencies 

nationwide for our substantial growth in 

the number of children served, quality 

and length of mentoring relationships, 

and fiscal responsibility. Big Sister Boston 

is the only affiliate in the country solely 

serving girls. 

“We believe that all children can benefit 

from the care and guidance of an adult 

mentor,” said Big Sister Boston CEO 

Deborah Re. “And, we believe that 

when girls’ unique needs are addressed 

they thrive with increased confidence, 

improved relationships, and the ability to 

achieve their individual goals.”

 

Big Sister Boston

A moment in time: Little Sister Amelia and me at 
Big in Boston 2014.

Big Sister Boston staff gathered at 
Merengue Restaurant in Roxbury to 
celebrate the reveal of our community 
mural and earning the title of National 
Agency of the Year.
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Fashion, Food, and Fun!
Focus on Girls

Meet New  
Board President, 
Deborah Daccord

Deb, a member at Boston-based 
law firm Mintz, Levin, Cohn, 
Ferris, Glovsky & Popeo, began 
her two-year term as president  
at our Annual Meeting in May.

What motivated you to join our 
Board? Because of my personal history of 
losing my parents when I was a teenager, I 
have a particular interest in organizations 
that provide mentoring, guidance, health 
care, and opportunities for youth and young 
adults in disadvantaged or chronically 
underserved neighborhoods or populations. 
When I joined the Big Sister board, I had 
just finished up a six-year stint on the 
board of Fenway Health, where one of 
the highlights of my tenure was assisting 
with the addition of the Sidney Borum 
Health Center, whose mission is to serve 
marginalized and disenfranchised young 
people ages 12-29. I was looking for an 
organization that focuses on the unique 
needs of girls, and found Big Sister! 

Who are the women who have 
inspired you? First, my mother. 
Although I had too few years with her, she 
modeled for me the type of person and 
leader I have aspired to be since she died 
nearly 40 years ago. Second, my informal 
“big sister,” Jeannie Sweeney. She was a 
neighbor who became (and still is) a lifelong 
mentor, friend, and family member to me 
and my siblings after our parents died. Both 
of these amazing women demonstrated 
grace under pressure, good humor, humility, 
compassion, and faith. They listened 
intently and never jumped to judgment. 
Each of them always put others first, but 
never to the degree where her own voice 
and guidance were lost. Their strength of 
will and of character guide me to this day.

Madam President

Designing Women
Local luminaries, Big and Little Sisters, and 

professional models lit up the runway at our Project 

Role Model Fashion Show on March 10.  

(1) Designer Michael De Paulo showcased his  

red carpet-worthy gowns like the one seen here on 

model Priscilla Ndikwani, (2) while Little Sister 

Brianna and her Big Sister Danielle Drayton, who 

have been matched for two years, were ready for 

some serious fun in their outfits from the shops 

at The Street. (3) Former New England Patriots 

linebacker Matt Chatham donned his off-field 

attire to accompany Boston City Council president 

Michelle Wu down the runway. With the support 

of guests and sponsors like Haute Couture sponsors 

the Boston Bruins and Ernst & Young, the event 

raised more than $160,000.Mentoring on the Menu
Mentoring was on the menu at Tico on June 6, 

as renowned local chefs served up an inspired 

evening of culinary delights for 100 guests at our 

annual Celebrity Chef Dinner. James Beard Award 

winner, Chef Michael Schlow, hosted his 15th 

Celebrity Chef Dinner, featuring a six-course meal 

prepared by Schlow protégées and colleagues. 

Chefs included: Jeremy Sewall of Island Creek 

Oyster Bar, Lineage, and Row 34; William Kovel 

of Catalyst; Michael Pagliarini of Giulia; Justin 

Dain of New Hampshire’s Hanover Inn and PINE; 

and Leo Asaro of Doretta Taverna & Raw Bar. 

Hamachi, scallops, lobster raviolis, duck, and ribeye 

steak adorned plates at the full and festive tables. 

(4) Before Little Sister Areana and Big Sister 

Katrina Langer, who have been matched for three 

years, shared their story with guests and emcee 

Lisa Hughes of WBZ-TV, they got a special tour 

of the kitchen and met the chefs. (5) Chef Schlow 

personally attended to the finishing touches on 

each course. (6) Event chairs Marc Crisafulli and 

Jane Deery helped raise $180,000 in support of 

our mentoring and enrichment programs for girls, 

(7) while Mike Casey enjoyed a culinary chat with 

chef Jeremy Sewall. Big thanks to Executive Chef 

sponsors Holly & David Bruce and PGR Media.

In the Driver’s Seat
Longtime MBTA project manager, Thomas Rovero, 

was this year’s big winner in our 28th Annual Car 

Raffle that raised nearly $180,000 in support of 

our mission. Tom decided to take the $40,000 cash 

prize, but posed here with the Audi A3 convertible 

from raffle partner, Prime Motor Group, and Big 

Sister Boston staffer (former Little Sister) Taiomi 

Cruz, who sold him the winning ticket!

Something to Talk About
On June 15, our Diversity Council hosted its 

Conversations Among Women panel series at The 

Boston Globe. The topic was Women and Race 

in the Media. (13) Kelly Excellus and Takora 

McIntyre from Teen Urban News joined Big 

Sister Boston’s VP of Strategic Partnerships Mia 

Roberts, and covered the frank discussion about 

misrepresentations of women of color in the 

media. Leading the conversation were panelists 

(14) Yadires Nova-Salcedo, producer and host  

of Centro on WBZ-TV; Marcela Garcia,  

editorial writer at The Boston Globe;  

Dr. Sherell MacArthur, assistant professor at 

Boston University; and Joy Lim Nakrin, anchor 

and reporter for NBC Boston/NECN.

Millennials Making a Difference
Southie hot spot, Coppersmith, came alive on 

June 22 when our (9) Young Professional Board 

(YPB) hosted their annual Summer Soirée, 

raising $35,000 through ticket sales, a raffle, and 

sponsorships that included Gold Sponsor Eaton 

Vance. Nearly 200 of Boston’s young professionals 

packed the venue to celebrate summer and the 

transformative power of our mentoring and 

enrichment programs for girls.  (10) Tiffany Chan 

and YPB member Samuel Chambers got in the 

social media spirit, while (11) Jason Carter, YPB 

member Genevieve Gilroy, and Regina Castro 

enjoyed the festivities alongside (12) Mayor Walsh’s 

chief of staff, Dan Koh, and his wife — and YPB 

member — Amy Sennett.

Deb (second from right) with fellow Board 
officers, Mariann Youniss (far left), Aileen 
Keaney, and Tom Barrette.
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For more event coverage and photos, visit: 
http://www.bigsister.org/news-and-events

Continued on page 6



On a hot, sunny day in August, 14 year-
old Little Sister Joceline walked into 

Cristo Rey high school in Dorchester for her 
freshman orientation. “I was scared to walk 
into a room full of people I don’t know,” 
said Joceline, but she repeated to herself 
the advice she received from her Big Sister 

Stephanie Maneikis: be confident and be 
yourself. 

Since being matched with Stephanie one 
year ago, Joceline has benefited from many 
opportunities to grow her confidence 
through new experiences. “Even if I don’t 
like whatever it is we’ve tried, I’m proud 
of myself for trying it,” said Joceline. From 
eating sushi to playing softball, Joceline has 
loved just about everything she’s done with 
her Big Sister. The two enjoy being active 
and frequently play sports together. A former 
softball player, Stephanie gives her Little 
Sister pointers on tossing, catching, and 
hitting, and she took Joceline to the batting 
cages for the first time. “It was cool to see 
how powerfully and far I could hit the ball!” 

Joceline exclaimed. This year she plans to try 
out for her school’s softball team. Stephanie 
also nurtures her Little Sister’s interest in 
sports by taking her to baseball games. Since 
Stephanie works for the Boston Red Sox, she 
and her Little Sister have attended several 
games together at Fenway—another new 
experience for Joceline, who instantly became 
a fan. She even got to meet Xander Boegarts.

Meeting new people is another skill 
that Joceline has honed thanks to her 
relationship with her Big Sister. “I can get 
really nervous talking to new people,” said 
Joceline. Her nerves were put to the test this 
past summer when she attended the Girls 
Summer Leadership Program, a week-long 
camp hosted by the Dana Hall School in 
Wellesley. The program is designed to help 
girls find the tools they need to navigate the 
transition into high school with confidence 
and self-awareness. Stephanie’s Match 
Support Specialist, KerriAnne, informed 
Stephanie that Big Sister Boston could offer 
Joceline a scholarship to the camp through 
our partnership with Dana Hall. Stephanie 
discussed it with her Little Sister and they 
decided it would be a great fit for rising 
freshman Joceline. “I was nervous at first, but 
then everyone was so open,” said Joceline. 
By the end of the week Joceline had learned 
valuable leadership and communication 
skills, and decided that her favorite part of 
the camp was meeting new people.

This year, Joceline will be facing the 
challenges of schoolwork, friendships, 
and sports; balancing priorities and staying 
true to herself. Thanks to her relationship 
with Stephanie she feels confident knowing 
that she will not have to go it alone because 
she’s already on a winning team with her 
Big Sister.
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Summer in (and Outside) the City 
Picture This!
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Going to Bat for Girls
Sister Spotlight

Big Sister Stephanie Maneikis and Little Sister 

Joceline enjoy a VIP visit to Fenway. Future  
Focused
I n June, two Big Sisters from our High     

School Mentoring Academy — a program 
in which teen mentors from Boston Latin 

Academy are matched with elementary 
school girls from the Trotter Innovation 

School — were among 16 Boston Public 
School students to receive the United 

Way’s Marian L. Heard Scholarship. The 
scholarship provides students with up to 
$10,000 over four years and a volunteer 
mentor to guide and advise them through 
college. It is awarded to students who 
participated in United Way partner agency 
programs, such as Big Sister Boston. 

Soad Tahlil matriculated at Simmons 

College this fall and Rocio Nunez Pepen, 
who is also a former Little Sister, is 
attending Brown University. “Big Sister 
Boston helped me in preparing for college 
because I am now confident and feel like 
I can lead a group,” said Rocio. “Being 
a Big Sister was an incredibly rewarding 
experience where I learned to value 
mentors.”

At the scholarship award ceremony, 
Marlene Price, a senior at Bridgewater 

State University and Marian L. Heard 
Scholar class of 2017, was the keynote 
speaker. She is also a former Big Sister in 
our High School Mentoring Academy. 
Marlene fondly recalled her three years 
as a Big Sister: “Bonding with my Little 
Sister was important to me, because I 
wanted her to have a positive role model. 
It benefited me because it allowed me to 
be a role model, and have higher standard 
of behavior.”

Congratulations scholars and thank you, 
United Way, for believing in girls!

Breakfast of Champions
On April 9, more than 300 Big and Little Sisters 

gathered at the Sheraton Boston for our annual 

Appreciation Breakfast sponsored by Holly & 

David Bruce. Over a delicious breakfast spread, 

Sisters celebrated milestones such as high school 

graduation, college acceptance, and match 

anniversaries as long as 11 years! (1) Former Little 

Sister and Big Sister Boston staffer, Sara Sanabria 

(far right), shared her story of growing up in 

Chelsea with the care and support of Big Sister 

Kara Lopez (far left), with whom she still shares a 

close relationship. Sara’s mom, Minnie (middle) 

beamed as her daughter addressed the room. 

(2) CEO Deb Re donned our signature purple 

along with Little Sister Liz and Big Sister Kathy 

Ortiz, who have been matched for three years and 

were sporting custom t-shirts! (3) Dancers from 

OrigiNation in Jamaica Plain wowed the crowd 

with their performance and taught everyone some 

moves, too.

 

What I Did on 
My Summer Vacation ...
From Boston to New Hampshire, our Sisters 

were busy this summer enjoying new experiences, 

learning new skills, and most of all, having fun! 

(4) Big Sister Kimberly Koury and Little Sister 

Alexis, who have been matched for nearly one 

year, cooled off by the harbor during a picnic 

we hosted at Piers Park, while (5) Little Sisters 

Amara, Beatriz, Larisol, and Lariluz made a splash 

at our Harbor Point housing development pool 

party. (6) Big Sister Maria Albano and Little Sister 

Janelle set sail in Charlestown during our annual 

AdventureSail activity with Courageous Sailing. 

Meanwhile, (7) Little Sister Jozee was one of 70 

Little Sisters for whom we provided camperships 

this summer — and she got to attend camp Fleur de 

Lis in New Hampshire with her Big Sister of one 

year Karen Deane!

Code of Sisterhood
Exploring science, technology, engineering, and 

math (STEM) in a fun and engaging way is an 

important part of the activities we offer our Big and 

Little Sisters. Through partnerships like the one we 

have built with Microsoft, Big and Little Sisters get 

to experience unique opportunities like the Hour 

of Code at the Roxbury Innovation Center on 

July 16. Little Sisters learned about the challenges 

and rewards of learning to code and career options 

in the field. (8) Little Sister Lydia learned some 

basic coding skills alongside her Big Sister Satwant 

Saini, with whom she’s been matched for two 

years. (9) Newly made match, Little Sister Lydia 

and Big Sister Catherine Burns, got to know each 

other better during the activity.
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To see more Sister activities and photos, visit: 
http://www.bigsister.org/news-and-events/blog

“We had a terrific time together. 
It was great networking, the 

speakers were amazing, and it allowed us 
to do something so grown up together. 
We both left feeling very inspired,” said 
Big Sister Lisa Blades of the Gearing Up 
Conference at Bentley University that 
she attended recently with Little Sister 

Ariane. Ariane, 19, lives in Everett and has 
been matched with Big Sister Lisa since 
2011. Two tickets to the conference were 
generously donated by Bentley and bid on 

at our Project Role Model Fashion Show. 
“Bentley University’s Center for Women 
and Business is privileged and proud to 
support Big Sister Association of Boston, 
and we were particularly pleased to host a 
Big and Little Sister at this year’s Gearing 
Up Conference  — our annual leadership 
and skill-building event for young women,” 
said Trish Foster, program director of the 
Center for Women and Business.

Gearing Up for Success

High School Mentoring Academy Big Sisters 
Rocio (left) and Soad (right) join the Marian L. 
Heard Scholars class of 2020.
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Match Maker Club
Corporations,  
Foundations,  
& Organizations

The Adelaide Breed Bayrd   
 Foundation
Anna Harvey Tekulsky Trust
Baker’s Best Catering
Bank of America
The Barn Family Shoe Store
Big Brother Big Sister   
 Foundation, Inc.
Blue Cross Blue Shield 
 of Massachusetts
BNY Mellon
Boston Bruins
The Boston Globe
Boston Housing Authority
Breckinridge Capital Advisors
City of Boston
Cresa Boston
Dean Welfare Trust; 
 BNY Mellon Trust  
 of New England, 
 Corporate Trustee
Deloitte
Delta Dental of Massachusetts
DePrisco Diamond Jewelers
DigitasLBi
Doble LeBranti Financial Group
Eastern Bank
Eaton Vance Management
EMC Corporation
Ernst & Young LLP
Fidelity Investments
FleishmanHillard
Foundation To Be Named Later
Grettacole Salon
Harvard Allston 
 Partnership Fund
Harvard Pilgrim 
 Health Care Foundation
Highland Street Foundation
Hill Holliday
Hinckley Allen
Imago Dei Fund
Isaacson, Miller, Inc.
Janey Fund Charitable Trust
Junior League of Boston
Kelly Family Foundation

Lewis Family Foundation
Liberty Mutual Insurance
M. Gemi
Mass Mentoring Partnership
Massachusetts Eye 
 & Ear Infirmary
MassPort
Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.
MFS Investment Management
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, 
 Glovsky & Popeo
New York Life Foundation
Nicholas Christies Day Spa
Oliver Wyman
Padgett Business Services
The Palmedo Family   
 Foundation, Inc.
Passion Planner LLC
PGR Media, LLC
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Print Resource
PSAV
Qlik
Responsible Media Co.
Roche Brothers
Rodman Ford Sales, Inc.
Roger Pelissier 
 Portrait Photography
Rue La La
Shreve, Crump & Low
Smith Family Foundation
Starwood Hotels & 
 Resorts Worldwide
State Street Corporation
Steward Health Care System LLC
Stitch House
Stratus Networks
The Street
Suffolk Construction Co., Inc.
TJX Companies, Inc.
U.A. Plumbers and Gasfitters   
 Local Union 12
United Way of Massachusetts   
 Bay & Merrimack Valley
Universal Power Yoga 
University of Massachusetts,   
 Boston
Waters Corporation
Whole Foods

William E. and Bertha E.   
 Schrafft Charitable Trust
Yale Appliance and Lighting

Individuals
$1,000+

Anonymous 
Candace Alexander
Aasma & Mark Baker
Marianne Baldwin
Beth & Max Bardeen
Holly* & David Bruce
Terri Campbell*
Patricia & Scott Clark
Denise Coll
Carey & Cliff Cort
Stephanie & Jerry Coughlan
Elaine S. & Michael Coyne
Christine Creelman
Melissa & Marc Crisafulli
Deborah & Tom Daccord
Kimberly & Billy Dadasis
Maria Debenedictis
Jane Deery
Carol DeNale
Michael DePaulo
Patrice & Donny DeVoe
Tammy DeWolfe
Debra Doncov*
Corinne & Tim Ferguson
The Fish Family
Megan Gadd & Nathan Wilson
Michael Garrity
Suzanne & George Gebelein
Lisbeth Gett
Aaron Gilman
Walter Graver
Aileen Keaney
Hilary Keates
Colleen & Tom Keating
Alexandra & Greg Klemmer
Christina Lewis 
 & Eve Lewandowski
Barbara Littlefield
Amy & Mark Lund
Brenda Lyons
Donna Maley
Carol Malone
Deborah Maloy

Carol Mather
Sharon & Brian McNally
Amy Morris
Laura Nardone
Shelly Nemirovsky
Linda & Timothy O’Brien
Paul O’Donnell
Jill  O’Toole
Alexandra Proelss
Deborah Re* & Peter Reinhart
Joseph Realmuto, Jr. 
 & Paul Korenberg
Thomas Resor
Lisa Rickles*
Theresa Rosen
Lisa Scannell* & 
 David P. Carlon
Frank Selinger
Margaret Sheehan
Jacqueline Sonnabend
Noreen & James Speros
Carlota & Mark  Taylor
Wendy & Mark Thurmond
Catherine Thut
Pat Tietbohl & Doug Romich
Mariann & Mark Tosi
Terry & Robert Wadsworth
Mariann & Andy Youniss
Jeanne Yozell
Abby & John Yozell

$500 - $999

Allison Allen
Beth & Shawn Baker
Mark Beaudouin
Martha Bennett
Cathy & Bob Callaghan
Janet & Stephen Clay
Suzanne Connors
Nancy & David Corkery
Mary Ellen DeRoche
Carol Downs & Charlie Rose
Anne Flink
Stephanie Greene
Regina Hurley
Collette Keenan
Derek Losi
Suzanne Lyons
Kelly & Scott McDermott

Nancy McDermott
Mary McDonald
Kathleen Morahan
Maggie & Jeff Peterson
Hilary & Jeffrey Prus
Karen Quirk
Allison Saratella
Sasha Stack
Kate Strauchon*
Evelynne Swagerty
Jody Torres
Taryn Valle
Karen Voci
Kathleen Wallace*
Lisa Zarikian*

$250 - $499

Mark Bono
Veronika & Albert Breer
Ellen Cohen & James Klopper
Danielle Criscuolo
Lisa Davis
Daniel Flynn
Maria Garcia
Amanda Hennessy
Catharine Hornby
Lucy Huber
Barry Hynes
Patricia Daniel Keenan
Tracy Kelly
Renée Landers & Tom Barrette
Elizabeth Lydon
Amanda Martinez*
Donna & Tom May
Seth Andrea McCoy*
Karen McGuire
Ellen Morreale
Eneida Roman-Olivieri* 
 & Mike Olivieri
Patricia Roth
David Santoro
Courtney Scott
Randi Sokol*
Katherine Topazio

$100 - $249

Veronica Acevedo*
Patricia & Peter Bishop

Morgan Bradler
Jackie Bright
Shannon Brink*
Barbara Brown
Caroline Calhoun
Caroline Conlin
Elizabeth Connolly
Megan Cooney
Dawn Marie Corneau
Erica Corsano
Harold Crowley
Cheryl & Brian Cuddy
Keren Dallalzadeh
Kerry Dario
Gabriela Deleon*
Donna DePaulo
Lisa Deveau
Sara DeVoe
Louise Dinsmore 
 & Michael Deyeso
Anne Dowd
Kate & Wes Enicks
Danielle Erdmann*
Victoria Evarts
Laurie Fallon
Christina Fish*
Kelley Flowers
Cassie French
Nancy & Michael Grogan
Regina Holmes*
Janet & Andrew Horelick
Sam Howe
Alexandra Hynes
Jean & Tod Jacobs
Enna Jimenez
Richard Johnson
Su Joun
Marlene Karkoska
Patricia Kauffman*
Madelane Koellas 
 & Michael Condakes
Karina & Nicholas Kolokithas
Kara LaRossa
Kelly Larsen
Elizabeth & Peter Loring
Angela Menino
Susan Menino Fenton
Carolyn Montie
Anthony Mortillaro

Sandy & Michael Mulkern
Anita Munroe
James Myers
Cathleen Oken
Michael O’Neil
Rosanne Payette
Linda Quinlan*
Lauren Reznick*
Henrik Ross
Rachael Rosselli
Stephen Senna
Jennifer Signorini
Nicole Smalley
Divya Srinivasan
Cyndie Takamoto
Randi & Gary Tanguay
Patricia Thomas*
Emily Trautwein*
Bette Troy
Angelique Tung
Lisa Wagoner*
Erica Warner*
Lori Wirtz
Alyssa Wypychoski
Maddy Youniss
Jayne Youniss
Cheryl Yuu

In Honor of

Carey Cort
Elizabeth Egan*
Pat Fitzgibbon
Kristine Karkoska (6)
Carol Koppel
Lily Lynch*
Lindsay McIver*
Katrina McNaughton*
Dolores Mitchell
Janet Senna
Pat Williams
Mariann Youniss

The following individuals, corporations, and foundations made gifts  
of $100 or more to Big Sister Association of Greater Boston between  
January 1, 2016-June 30, 2016.† Thank you for your generous support!

† Excluding ticket 
purchases

* Current or former 
Big or Little Sister

Happy Anniversary, Sisters!
The following Big and Little Sisters celebrated anniversaries between  
January 1, 2016 – June, 30 2016. Congratulations to all on your lasting friendships!
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10 Years

Michelle Danis & Jennifer
Heather Ferguson & Emma
Angela Gomes & Ashley
Alexa Kontes & Chimene
Regina McNally & Cindy
Angela Seay & Asia
Laurie Smith & Lacey
Angelica Vargas & Paola

9 Years

Kathleen Cross & Stephanie
Kathleen Cruickshank & Hannah
Aine Friend & Khadija
Kathleen Hewitt & Kari
Lisa O’Connell & Makayla
Lisa Pontes Siniawski & Ajaria
Debbie Schwartz & Natasha
Stefanie Smith & Cheyenne
Barbara Uttaro & Tatiana

8 Years

Lucy Bezdek & Destiny
Maureen Connelly & Laree
Amanda Martinez & Mickaella
Kristine McKinney & Fannie
Alyssa Moskos & Kimberly
Lisa Northrup & Kaitlin
Nancy Zabe & Jasmine

7 Years

Brenda Anthony & Haley
Brenna Downing & Amaia
Jessica Dunner & Natalia
Francesca Gordon & Carol
Valerie Kesaris & Jade
Stefanie Magner & Mariana
Claudia Rodriguez & Selena
Betty Chu Pryor & Melissa 
Catherine Schaefer & Shelby
Megan Schwint & Jessica

6 Years

Kelley Borer & Arielle
Cameron Borgasano & Malaysia
Sara Cooney & Labria
Amanda Dezak & Patricia
Julia Geisman & Mariah
Chelsea Jones & Iva Jonalys
Caitlin MacNeil & Briana
Jessica Lee Menendez & Lesley
Dalena Nguyen & Ashley
Gabriella Priest & Valentina
Jaime Steele & Yandreimy
Mariya Todorova & Shaniay
Ashlee Yates & Abiona

5 Years

Kimberly Angelovich & Aishely
Diana Elise Araujo & Jaileen
Evelyn Reyes Beato & Blasmiry 
Pam Carrier & Arianna
Angela Chow & Emely
Janina Colavita & Stacia
Katherine DeGuglielmo & Quinci
Erica Deshpande & Daniela
Danielle Erdmann & Yessenia
Rachael Gerber & Angelica
Lily Lynch & Xikiyah
Alissa Marchant & Rosaury
Jamie Lee Martin & Christina

Melissa Nazar & Makela
Roberta Nunes & Nadira
Briana Pendleton & Steniolla
Adrienne Pereira & Catherine
Judy Player & Stacey
Kia Prescott & Destinee
Nicole Ricciardi & Zhiyin
Karthikeyini Subramanian & Mariah
Alexandra Washuk & Molly
Barbara Williams & Kenisha

4 Years

Lindsey Aakre & Josselyn
Maura Allard & Mariah
Claire Bassham & Alize
Christie Bellany & Paige
Morgan Bickford & Kelly
Isabel Blunt & Amaya
Rachel Brody & Isabella
Shanae Burch & Tanique
Molly Caldwell Czarnecki & Ileana
Kristen Delbrook & Emily
Stephanie DelSignore & Kai
Ayoka Drake & Simmone
Kelley Durgin & Tiffany
Marisa Fields & Victoria
Lindsay Forsberg & Kaya
Leslie Goldman & Wilmary
Tristan Goodall & Versashi
Simona Gordon & J’leah
Erin Greeley & Jackie
Jean Gulliver & Daniah
Kelsey Haggett & Armani
Eleanor Heisey & Shirley
Agnieszka Ilnicka & Yantaya
Megan Knoster & Timara
Alice Levine & Daneijah
Rebecca Lord & Breanna
Karen Miller & Arly
Valleria Miranda & Deiyeris
Meredith Mooney & Ana Violet
Elly Mullins & Jaelin
Molly Nelson & Nellymar
Caitlin O’Gallagher & Nyzharee
Carly Papish & Mya
Lora Pellegrini & Catherine
Pamela Sue Poindexter & Keren
Lisa Purter & Rashanda
Loes Rabinovici & Kaylah Angel
Kelly Reardon & Juliana
Ali Ross & Ismah
Pamela Simmons & Taylah
Kelsey Taylor & Dylaniece
Carol Waghorne & Olyviah
Melissa White & Lordania
Kate Wilson & Aycadieya
Amy Wixon & Uche
Elizabeth Woodcock & Annayanzi
Kim Yeasir & Grecia

3 Years

Hunter Aldrich & Brianalis
Aleena Bando & Kathleen
Abigail Barton & Victoria
Lindsey Bleimes & Tiffany
Laima Bobelis & Tatiana
Tiffany Brucker & Lucy
Jennifer Byrne & Jaala
Elaine Cabuang & Natalia
Amanda Campbell & Yatzari
Kaitlyn Carr & Karina
Lora Clark & Emily
Alexandra Coleman & Neveah
Melissa Conner & Helena

Wendy Cotellessa & Lily
Cassandre Cruz & Pejah
Chelsea Elder & Victoria
Maureen Fair & Jada
Deirdre Donovan Foley & Orianna
Brenda Garrigan & Nevaeh
Genevieve Gilroy & Naysha
Ashley Gradwell & Dakiah
Jennifer Hass & Kathleen
Dorothy Hogeland & Rainalyse
Julia Howland & Larisol
Anisha Illa & Latasha
Lisa Jaris & Masiai
Theresa Jasset & Aiyana
Ricquelle Jeffrey & Kyasia
Waundolyn Johnson Melvin  
 & Nahyeliz
Shanyu Kates & Yojairis
Kathleen Kerigan & Ziarra
Ladan Khamsi & Jah Nayah
Carolyn McGuire & Jaylene
Erin McKenna & Wesline
Kristin McNelis & Maneyris
Ivonne-Marie Mendoza & Phylis
Dianna Moore & Ella
Wyetta Morrow & Key-Aree
Bau Bau Nance & Ailani
Sylvia Ng & Zainab
Carrie O’Laughlin & Ciarali
Anna Marie Patti & Jazmahni
Kara Pillsbury & Rubiellys
Tiffany Potter & Takia
Maureen Price & Marin
Elaina Repucci & Jocelyn
Lauren Reznick & Bianca
Amanda Rodriguez & Nahmirah
Beth Ryder-Kenna & Diana
Jillian Saftel & Scarlet
Alyson Therrien & Madison
Angelina Topalidou & Reina
Emily Trautwein & Diana
Valerie Turner & Angela
Jessica Wacek & Rosanna
Bing Bing Wang & Karina
Theresa Werth & Lilliana
Allison Williams & Gina
Holly Winsor-Crowley & Juliana
Indigo Young & Jazebel

2 Years

Morenike Adetula & Emiya
Shania Allen-Brade & Lee’ El
Erin Annunziato & Maria
Kaitlyn April & Da’jahnai
Christie Belfort & Jessica
Christine Blankenship & Shaylahna
Sarah Richins Blanks & Jayla
Christina Blyde & Iris
Katherine Boyce & Angelina
Erin Brogan & Gabrielle
Gabriela Caballero & Ashley
Natalie Calma & Yocelyn
Caslynn Carambelas & Alison
Julie Carithers & Sofia
Alina Casari & Genesis
Danielle Chattin & Kelsey
Amber Chevannes & Alem
Jennifer Chin & Quan Xin
Maria Cimpean & Alashay
Meredith Clark & Percilla
Cindy Collins & Kevonna
Elizabeth Correnti & Jamilah
Gabrielle Dalvet & Kayla
Gina Daniels & Veronica

Connie Demakes & Ziahn
Ada Diaz & Jaylee
Brittney Exline & Tia
Jennifer Fields & Julia
Lauren Fisher & Jerri
Erica Fowler & Briany
Erin Fricker & Roslie 
Kathleen Garvey & Katrina
Shaya Gregory-Poku & Iyana
Barbara Hendrick & Kareena
Kimberly Hollabaugh & Michelle
Paula Houle & Isabella
Emma Huebenthal & Kelecia
Brielle Hutchings & Shahinne
Tara Kelly & Lillian
YeSeul Kim & Jazmin
Kristen LaFontaine & Raven
Diane Levine & Allison
Delta-Marie Lewis & Maivera
Chelsea Lochiatto & Lilianna
Pamela Lourenco & Angela
Maggie Lovetere & Bryanna
Aileen Ly & Aniah
Adrien Lynch & Mary
Renee Lyter & Talyn
Catherine Maldonado & Grace
Holly Masek & Justice
Katie Mason & Ayani
Ayana McCoy & Nevaeh
Lara Melnik & Naesoj
Kirsy Melo & Siria
Renae Meserve & Perla
Kristin Naylor & Desteny
Kristen Nepomuceno & Ashley
Brittany Perro & Danielle
Katelyn Peters & Kavelyn
Sarah Peterson & Elizabeth
Felicia Pierre & Hennesy
Chelsey Platt & Carmen
Jessica Racine & Sandrea
Maggie Reilly & Dana
Lisa Rickles & Elizabeth
Megan Rohrwasser & Colleen
Alison Rossetti & Nkemdilim
Dana Roth & Arianna
Chloe Ryan & Kendra
Elizabeth Sanchez & Annabelle
Cara Saunders & Yasmine
Claire Saylor & Zoe
Rebecca Smith & Audrianna
Martha Spizziri & Ahmielyha
Kaelie St. Pierre & Yeimi
Katie Still & Madison
Kasey Suitor & Deborah
Ruth Sun & Yasmin
Jamie Tam & Cristal
Halina Terajewicz & Sa’Nye
Maura Tutty & Siara
Luz Mari Villar & Natalia
Kailey Walsh & Jayda
Meghan Ward & Kayla
Lakenya Webster & Ariel
Casey Woods & Ariane
Alyssa Wypychoski & Nakhi
Lindsay Yost & Aiyana

1 Year

Kellian Adams & Hailin
Casey Akin & Montea
Kelly Alfaro & Shalisa
Charmaine Amsler & Alicy
Ana Archibald & Leslie
Ada Aroneanu & Deyla
Nathalia Ashworth & Aniyah

Cathleen Augusto & Catanzia
Andrea Baez & Cheyanne
Caroline Bagby & Dorothy
Helen Bailey & Anaca
Naneka Bakare & T’aura
Dominique Barrault & Joana
Kayla Beers & Britney
Akhi Begum & Xianelly
Alaina Belanger & Maliah
Maegen Brady & Nazareth
Sarah Branz & Sidney
Laura Bruno & Dezaray
Morgane Bulpin & Alanna
Kellie Burley & Angelica
Samantha Canniff & Aaliyah
Cara Casier & Qia Maura
Veronica Casseus & Olivia
Shanae Chapman & Deshia
Priya Charry & Abigail
Laura Ciccone & Jamari
Hayley Comeau & Beatrice
Laura Corson & Marissa
Francine Crystal & Keymora
Emily Cutts & Loraime
Nelly Czajkowski & Janessa
Nicole Davis & Desiree
Alyson del Castillo & Delia
Melissa Dickerson & Ileana
Nicole Downing & Jada
Ylva Duke & Niah
Melissa Dussek & Treasure
Laura Dziorny & Yiwen
Emily Feeley & Analeez
Karissa Ferraro & Ashley
Victoria Fox & Alexis
Stephanie Fox & Meliena Marie
Alissa Gallaher & Na’Zirah
Marisa Giangrasso & Mariyah
Annie Glancy & Amya
Lauren Godish & Jaiden
Katie Golden & Sabrina
Sophia Gomez & Yaslin
Veronica Graham & Sanayah
Kathryn Green & Kelly
Sara Greenberg & Jacinda
Emily Greenwald & Yu Wen
Elena Gulotta & Emily
Jen Haley & Maryam
Kaylyn Hamel & Regina
Annie Hargrave & Ciara
Valerie Hart & Faith
Kara Hedges & Jada
Sarah Helm & Kimberly
Kasey Hemeon & Shiya
Kyndal Henicke & Destiny
Maura Hershman & Kiora
Therese Hudson & Chaliss
Jessica Iocca & Anniea
Heather Jacques & Michaela
Natalie Jean & Gabriela
Brittaney Jean-Pierre & Djeneba
Lindsey Johnson & Nya
Cameron Joyner & Madison
Laura Kalton & DaMariah
Molly Kentala & Yazaliyah
Caroline King & San’ya
Chloe Kinzig & Angelina
Emma Krueger & Elizabeth
Alexa Kuzmich & Jillian
Lindsay Lebel & Kyana
Sinead Lee & Payton
Leanne Letourneau & Angelina
Gina Lewis & Rehema
Catherine Lindsay & Charlize
Hannah Lodi & Taina

Andrea Lopez & Ashley
Vivian Luo & Felisha
Kristen Lux & Mariam
Erin Mackintire & Ashli
Seema Mahase & Abigail
Stephanie Maneikis & Joceline
Rachael Mann & Ceniyah
Melissa Martin & Theresa
Julia Mayer & Siobhan
Kayla McAuley & Sara
Julie McCann & Kaiya
Elizabeth McElligott & Jenylis
Vanshika Mehta & Emelina
Molly Merluzzi & Jazmely
Brittney Milligan & Lauryn
Nakira Minot & Vanessa
Tanya Modde & Selina
Megan Montgomery & Valerie
Peyton Morss & Makayla
Beatriz Motto & Lariluz
Abby Murphy & Mayuri
Dareji Nesaratnam & India
Green Nong & Amy
Dianne O’Brien & Lily
Emily O’Brien & Sammi
Regina Olivieri & Jainel
Lynda Page & Lilly
Kate Palitsch & Amantha
Sheneal Parker & Theresa
Ellen Patterson & Serenity
Andrea Phantu & Patricia
Elizabeth Pierce & Kayla
Michelle Pinsonneault & Adrianna
Michelle Pinto & Angelyse
Nicole Pogue & Nakiya
Helen Queenan & Laila
Lisa Radley & Mia
Leah Reis-Dennis & Anwesha
Meg Richardson & Shae
Jevhon Rivers & Skye
Jennifer Roach & Tiffany
Sarah Robinson & Shelby
Ludie Romilus & Yenaira
Erin Rost & Sophia
Tiffani Rouse & Riya
Ahreea Rustum & Asly
Brandy Sandborg & Toni-rose
Emilie Shea & Marlyna
Jen Sherwill & Norah
Tara Simonini & Edwiana
Camila Simons & Lisbeth
Alison Singer & Lucy
Ashley Smith & Joy
Caroline Smith & Misghana
Laura St. Andrews & Aaliyah
Autumn Rouse Sullivan & Emily 
Sara Swift & Jaelis
Darneesh Thornton & Damani
Hosze To & Keyarra
Kelly Towns & Glory
Cristi Trotter & Charlotte
Nicole Tusino & Nayeli
Carina Villanueva & Estefani
Lisa Walin-McMahon & Lizbeth
Rachel Wallack & Daveana
Lena Walton & Veronica
Meghan Ward & Lizbeth
Amanda Weisbrod & Schylah
Lindsay Wester & Kamara
Whitney White & Miliany
Veronica Williams & Nia
Brittany Williams & Jaylah
Colleen Wnek & Rhomya
Christine Wu & Jessenia
Jinglin Yang & Ava

What would you want your career to be if you weren’t a 
lawyer? Do I have to choose just one? I might be a fitness instructor or 
community activist (or both). It might still happen, someday! 

What is your vision for Big Sister Boston over the next  
two years? I have three main goals I hope to accomplish over the 
next two years: grow the organization to serve more girls and expand the 
services we provide, Board diversity, and to create new opportunities for 
Big Sister staff. Regarding organizational growth, Big Sister has just won 
the Agency of the Year award. Big Sister has shown, and I hope it will 
continue to show, consistent growth through thoughtful and strategic 
planning and programming in order to have the most effective impact on 
the girls we serve. Regarding the Board, I would like to help create a more 

diverse Board, one that better reflects the communities and girls we serve. 
In addition to helping to achieve a more diverse Board member pipeline, 
we are working on steps and criteria for member on-boarding — including 
cultural competency — and member obligations. Last but not least, I hope 
we can translate some of the “best practices” and outcomes that Big Sister 
has in place for serving girls into best practices and outcomes for Big Sisters 
and our staff. A subset of the Board, along with several amazing women 
in leadership roles in the city of Boston, are working together to launch a 
mentorship program for staff and Big Sisters to be launched later this year. 

What is something surprising about you? I’m an unapologetic 
sci-fi geek. It doesn’t just stop at Star Trek and Star Wars (yes, I have been 
to more than one ComicCon). I have never seen a space/alternate reality/
zombie/graphic novel-based movie I didn’t like. Netflix has only made  
this worse!

Continued from page 3
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